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Another Comical Romance betwixt a Flagg-Officer and a Baker. Which is made a 


Party-Caufe too. 
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SATURDAY, February 22. 1706. 





—— 


Country-man. muft Interrupt your Dif- 
| courfe, Mafter, with a Let- 
ter I have here for you 
from Portsmouth. The matter is about Sir 
Thomas Dilks his Caning an Impertinent Ba- 
ker there who had (as he thought) Affronted 
him. The Obfervator having got this by the 
End, made a Great Fuzz with it in his of 
Sth laft Month, Vol. 5.N.85. And gave us 
a Poff-Script to that Obfervator in a DiftinG 
Halt Sheet (he was fo Full of it) which Con- 
tainsa Long Letter to him from the Baker 
that was Beaten Hrenry Scuger the Obfervator 
writes him, bot my Lester calls him Seager. 
But 1 fuppofe we need not {pend time about 
fpelling the WVame of the Family. 

Rebearfal. 1 have Read his Letter in the 
Poft-feript to Obfervator. And he makes it a 
Party-Caufe, and puts it upon Aigh-Church, 
which he calls the Aigh-Flying-Faétion. The 
Rancounter it {elf is Worth no bodys Notice. 
But it is Worth Notice, to fee the Indu- 
ftry of a Set of Men Bent againft the Church, 
That no Private Quarrel can happen, nor a 
Gentleman Correct any Mean Fellow for his 
Infolence, but it is made a Plot prefently of 
High-Church, and muft be Harangwd upon 
through the Nation! But fince they have 
Begun it, let us hear what your Lerter fays, 
it is, Juft to.hear both Parties. 

Country-m. The Letter | fuppofe is meant 


to your felf, and is as follows, | 


“ SIR, : 

nN Y? have undoubtedly long before this 

*¢ time met witha Letter written 
“by Mr, Henry Seager, and Printed in the 
“* Obfervator as a Juft and Faithfull Account 
“* only of Matter of Fact, and a Modeft Vin- 
“* dication of that Worfhipfull Juftices pro- 
“ proceedings againft Sir Themas Dilks. 
“ When it came firft. into thefe Parts, we 
“ were in hopes it wou’d have undergon 
“ the deferved Fate of Mr. Tutchin’s Empty 
abufive Libels, of being Laught at and 
‘laid afide, or apply’d to their Proper 
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Ufes. But finding that either Ignorance 
or Prejudice hath Inclin’d too many to | 
believe thofe ill-Natur’d Falfities, and up- | 
on fuch a Worthy Authority to Reflect | 
not only upon that Worthy Flagg, but 
likewife the Mayor and Better part of the 
Corporation of Portsmouth, 1 think my felf 
Oblig’d to do fo much Juftice to Both as 
to put this Matter in a fair Light, that | 
you may Judge how much the World is 
Impos’d upon by Men of Scandalous Prin-! 
. ciples and Defigns, and upon what ‘lender 
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** Grounds the Objervator takes the Uncon- 
“* troul’d Liberty of Abufing his Superiors, 
* and Expofing them to Scandal and Ob- 
loquy for Imaginary failures proceeding 
purely from his own or his Informers 
** Invention. 
“ In the firft Paragraph of his Letter Mr. 
“* Seager very Unjuftly Accufeth his Brethren 
“* of Negligence and Remifsnefs in their Offi- 
** ces as Juftices. of Peace, and Pharifaically 
“* vaunts himfelf the only Righteous Con- 
fcientious‘Man in the Difcharge of his 
Duty ; having made every one (as he tells 
“* Us) without Refpeét of Perfons, pay accor 
ding to Law for Swearing in his Prefence- 
“* Whereas he knows and hath not yet 
“¢ Front enough to Deny it, That while in 
“ that Office, he hath Occafionally feveral 
“¢ times Heard and Permitted Swearing in 
* the Publick Houfes of Sohn Dymar, Fofias 
“© Clark, &c. in Portsmouth, without Infitt- 
“* ing upon the Penalty annex’d to that 
“¢ Offence. 
“* He Complains of the High-Flying Fatti- 
“* ous Party, for fending for the out-Burgefles 
“ to Vote (as he Suppofeth) againft him ; 
“* but without the leaft Colour of Reafon, 
“ fince frém the firft Eftablifhment of that 
“¢ Corporation it hath always been Cuftoma- 
‘ry to Summon all Borgefles living in Ad- 
“¢ jacent places by an Officer appointed for 
“* chat Purpofe, in order to Choofe a Mayor 
“ and Fuftices. Of this Number were Sir 
“© Brockaft Gardiner, Captain Player, Alder- 
‘man Thomas, Captain Pointz, and feveral 
“* others who Attended at the laft Election, 
moft of them Gentlemen of Senfe as well as 
Honefty, and therefore very Unlikely to 
“ Return Mr. Seager Thanks for the Invi- 
dious Enflaming CharaGer of High. Flying 
“¢ and Faétious, by which he hath been Pleas’d 
to Diftinguifh them. 
““ Whether any or all the out-Burgefles 
voted for or againft this Low-flying 
“¢ Alderman, is not material to Enquire: 
“* Certain it is, That he was Thrown. out 
“by a Majority of .Twenty Voices: And 
“that two of the Jultices then. Elect (viz. 
““ Mr. Vining, and Mr. Deacon, Gentlemen 
of Unqueftionable Honour and Fidelity 
to the prefenc Eftablifhment) wou’d fuffer 
Injury by being Compar’d with him. As 
for Mr. Blakely, the other Perfon who 
was Chofen at the fame time, tis plain 
“‘ that if he Deferves the Name of an 
High-flyer, Gc. Mrs Seager cannot fairly 
“¢ Elude the fame Chara¢ter, it being no- 
“ terioufly known, that their Votes and In- 
“ rerelt 
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& of Aembers of Parliament, as well for the 
“ County as the Corporation, and more particu- 
“ Jarly for thofe Worthy Gentlemen who 
‘* at prefent Reprefent both. ge 
“ Since Mr. Seager is fo free in fixing 
“ what Principles he thiaks fit upon others, 
“ he will not fure be Angry if we Enquire a 
* Jittle into his own, and tell the World 
“ what (tohis Eternal Difgrace) is too True 
“ to be Deny’d, That tho’ he Profeffeth 
& himfelf a Member of the Church of En- 
© gland, as Eftablifh’d by Law, and accord- 
“ fy fometimes Communicats at his Parsfh 
“ Church in the Morning, he yet Publickly 
*¢ maintains it to be Lawful to Repair to a 
“ Conventicle in the Afternoon, and there to 
“ Receive the Sacrament with his Dearly Be- 
“loved of 
“© Who, onthe Account of his Signal AZode- 
“ vation, no lefs than his Eminent Learning 
“ and Merit, have thought fic to make him 
“ one of the Venerable Order of their 
Elders! 
“* Left this fhou’d feem too Monftrous to 
& be Believ’d, be pleas’d, Sir, to take this one 
*¢ Inftance of matter of Fa&t, among feveral 
“ others that might be given for the Con- 
“ frmation of it. In the firft Year of his 
“ Mayoralty Mr. Seager Repair’d to his Parifh 
“ Charch in the Morning, and inthe After- 
“€ noon toa Separat Adeeting, Not ina Clan- 
“ deéftine Manner, but (as it he wou’d Glory 
*€ in his Shame) with a Fheatrical Impu- 
*¢ dence, Array’d with all the Formalities of 
“ his Office, and with the AZace Triumphant- 
“ Jy Carry’d before him to the Door; 
* whence he was forc’d (the Honeft Sergeant 
“ refufing to Enter thofe Tents of Iniquity) 
“ to Carry it into the Body of the Conventicle 
“ himfelf, as an Argument of -his great Zeal 
“¢ for the Eftablith’d Church, and a palpable 
“© Demonftration that he was more Studioufly 
“ concern’d for the Good of That, and of 
“ his Gountry, than his High-Flying Faftious 
“ Brethren! Who Remonftrated againft 
 thefe his Scandalots Proceedings; And 
“ (had it been ia their Power) wou’d have 
* brought him to Condigne Punifhment too, 
“© for making fo Perverfe an ufe of that Au- 
“ thority with which they had Entrufted 
“ him, in hopes ofa very different Behavour, 
and much better things from him. 
“ But to return to his Behavour towards 
“ Sir Thomas Dilks, he fays, Sir Thomas Swore 
“* five Oaths at the Mayor’s Table, and more 
“ ‘toa, on Purpofe (fays he) to Provoke me to 
“ sake Notice of it. If Sir Thomas did Swear, 
“ it was a Great Fax/r in him, and none will 
“ be an Advocat for him upon that Account. 
“ But why he fhou’d do it, oz Purpofe to Pro- 
“ ooke Mr. Seagor more than the Mayor and 
*¢ others Prefent as Confiderable as Mr. 
** Seager is hard to Imagine. But Mr. Seager 
*¢ takes it to himfelf, upon no other Ground 
“ thatl can fee, but as fuppofing himfelf to 
“ be the Graveft and moft Holy Man in the 
“ Company. And he muft have had better 





‘. tereft have always united in the Choice” 


the Presbyterian Perfwafion ; } 







“ However immediatly after Dinner. 44. 
“* Seager withdrew from the Company, oa 
“ without giving Sir Thomas the leaft ne 
“ mation of his Defign, or Demanding from 
“¢ him the Money due by Law for his g 
“ pos’d Oaths, he Iffa’d out his Warrang 
“« gainft him, and gave it to the Town Coy. 
“ ftable, with a Charge that he fhou’d fefte 
“it, The Conftable not willing to be guilt 
“ of fuch Rudenefs towards a Flagg, ag K 
“* lay him by the Heels, without being ar 
“ fur’d that he proceeded upon Good ang 
“* Juftifiable Grounds, defir’d Advice of one 
“of Mr. Seager’s own Brethren, who having 
“ perus’d the Warrant, and thinking ig to 
“ be (as it really was) void, advis’d him not 
“ to ferve it, unlefs Mr. Seager had Enjoin’ 
“ him to Execute Juftice (as "twas ufual for 
“ him to fay that he wou’d) Right or Wrong. 
“* For this and feveral other Affroats, Sir 
“* Thomas meeting Mr. Seager fome time after 
“* he was turn’d out of his Office of Jutftice of 
“* Peace, did Cane him. And Mr. Seager has 
“ Bound him over to the Seffions, and intends 
“ tobring his A€tionat Law againft him for it, 
“ But Mr. Seager was not always this Peacea. 
“ ble Man, or he knows how to meddle 
“¢ with his Match, for he A flaulted and Beat 
“ his Brother Blakely, who was at that time 
“ a Juftice of Peace, only for fpeaking the 
“ Truth. He had not then it feems fo great 
** a Regard to the Laws, as he has Learn’ 
** -fince. 
** But fince he has Appeal’d to the Law, 
“¢ what need had he to Write (as he tells in 
“ his Printed Letter he has) to his Royal 
 Highne/s the Prince, and to the Secretary of 
“¢ State? And wonders he has not had ap 
“ Anfwer from either of them. Which 
“ may feem ftrange! Confidering the Famili- 
“ arity with which he Addrefs’d himfelf to 
“ his Royal Highnefs when he was laft at. 
“ Portfmouth, in thefe words, Sir give my 
“ Duty to your Bed-Fellow, and tell her I am her 
“ Dutiful Subjeft. With which having E: 
‘“¢ fcap’d without Reproof, he now goes on, 
“¢ and enters into a Perfonal Correfpondence 
“ with his Royal Highnefs, and takes it ill the 
“ Prince do’s not Anfwer his Letters ! 
“ ] fear, Sir I have trefpafs’d upon your 
“¢ Patience by folong a Letter, but it was 
“ what the Subject feem’d to Require, and 
“¢ therefore I hope you will more eatily Excnfe 
“ me. I faithfully Affure you, that I have not 
‘¢ offer’d the leaft Injury to Mr. Seager, or 
“ the Truth, in the Account here given; it 
“¢ is matter of Fact, without any Ill-Defignd 
“¢ Glofs or Infinuation. And if either your 
“¢ felf or the World (if you think fit to Pub- 
“ ith it) fthali Require any further Satisfaction ° 
“* in any Particular; I fhall always be Ready, 
* upon the leaft Notice, to give it. Andam, 


“ Sir. Your very Humble 
Servant. 
Port{mouth Feb. 
13: 1706. 


This is the Zérer. Upon which I have not 





“¢ Ears too, for of ll the 16 Perfons who 
“¢ Din’d at the fame Table, not one but Mr. 
“ Seager Remembers that Sir Thomas Swore 
% any Oath at all. 
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time to make any Remarks to Night. 


—" 





ae 
































